ABSTRACT

In the real world, many people are using online auctions for their easy business, which is a marvelous thing. The objective of this project is to implement an ‘Open Cry Auction Server’, which is application software for online auction transactions. It is a web application and has a database server for storing and retrieving data entered during the time of online transactions like buying and selling the items. This report describes the software architecture and describes the various processes that comprise the auction application. The programming language for implementing the Open Cry Auction Server is ASP.NET (web programming) and SQL Server (database programming).  The operating system used for running the project is Windows Platform (Windows XP or Windows Server 2003).

1.  Introduction

In the real world, many different types of auction systems are practiced to achieve different business objectives such as best price, guaranteed sale etc.  

The commonly used auction types are the open cry auctions, single and multiple round sealed bid auctions and Dutch auctions.  The rules are to be made for these auction systems for bidding. 

An Open Cry Auction server is a software application for an online auction transaction. It is a web based application where the users who have already registered, can  take part in the auction process like buying and selling the items  and updating the bidding price. A database should be created and connected to the web server for online transactions.

2.  Literature Survey

An internet auction by Manoj Kumar and Stuart I.Feldman is surveyed. In this paper, there are many types of auctions practiced in different real world situations to achieve different business objectives such as best price, guaranteed sale, minimum collusion possibility etc and the design of an online auction system that can support most of the auction types and other business negotiation models, is described. Other articles Peter.R.Wurman [2] and   Efraim Turban [3] is also surveyed.

For the Microsoft.NET implementations, working with Microsoft.NET: Developing Applications with the IIS and Visual Basic Activex controls by Steven .D.Claverie [4] is surveyed.

3. Problem Specification

Implement an Open Cry Auction Server and develop web applications for accessing the online auction transactions. Create a database for storing and retrieving the data entered during the online auction transactions.

4. Motivation

For a small student community over intranet, an open cry auction system would be ideal to buy and sell items. Payments and Delivery options need not be much looked at in such a close environment. To support this, the system requirements for developing an online auction, should have IIS v6 and Microsoft.NET platform (ASP.NET). The .NET framework would be integrated with the database server (SQL Server) for online transactions. 

5. Design

An IIS web server is to be installed in the machine (Windows XP platform) and a web page should be visible to the browser. Then a database (Microsoft SQL Server) must be installed. For web programming, ASP.NET software is required and from the browser, an asp.net page, which connects to the database, is to be displayed. Finally, the request for storing and retrieving the data from the web page to the connected database should be checked.

A database ‘auction’ will be created for the online transactions and the multiple web forms, designed in ASP.NET, will be created for starting the online auction website. In this website, each section like Login, Register, Buy and Sell  will be created for the user and a list of categories for the items ready to buy or sell, will also be displayed.

Design of web forms

· A Login Page  for the user 
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· A Registration page for the new user
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· A Welcome page for the registered user

[image: image3.png]2 Welcome To Open Cry Auction - Microsoft Internet Explorer

Fle Edt View Favortes Took Help

G- O MG

Do Jerons @3- B B - L)

ke €] epf152.160.5 f0pencryAuctonwecome, sp

TAdobe - YT - 2~

< Jsearch - E3- @

Sanin (3 My web = 611 Mal + 3 Mable - @ Jobs = () Sports - i Movies = < News -

Be

L

Links * | Norton antvius @)

»

‘Welcome,ragi_gopi!

Select the items based on the given categories you want to buy

Want to sell a new item ?

Date Started

Last Date

Trem Name

Ttem Description

Category

Minimurm price

Trem ID

Texthooks

Logout

Eoe

® Internet





· A pop up calender in the welcome page
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· A web page for viewing the available categories
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· A web page for updating the bidding price
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Design of Database
a) auctionusers  table

	ATTRIBUTES
	DATA TYPE
	CONSTRAINTS

	username
	VARCHAR
	PRIMARY KEY

	password
	VARCHAR
	

	fname
	CHAR
	

	lname
	CHAR
	

	addr
	VARCHAR
	

	city
	CHAR
	

	state
	CHAR
	

	emailid
	VARCHAR
	

	phone
	VARCHAR
	


b) auctionitems table

	ATTRIBUTES
	DATA TYPE
	CONSTRAINTS

	startdate
	DATETIME
	

	lastdate
	DATETIME
	

	itemname
	VARCHAR
	

	 itemdesc
	VARCHAR
	

	category
	CHAR
	

	currentbid
	DECIMAL
	

	bidby
	VARCHAR
	


6. Work done during the semester
1. An IIS web server was installed and it is working properly

2. SQL Server software is installed and tested successfully

3. A database ‘auction’ is created. Meanwhile two tables ‘auctionitems’ and ‘auctionusers’ are created for auction transactions

4. ASP.NET software is installed for web programming

5. A web page ,which is connected to the database, is displayed and the request for storing  and retrieving the data is also done

6. The design for implementing an Open Cry Auction Server was discussed  and it is designed according to the system requirements

7. The phase of implementing the above application has started

8. Web forms for developing the above application created and complied

9. Database connectivity is again done for storing  transactions 

10.  Coding is done to work out the Open Cry Auction application

11. The application is tested

7. Conclusion

An auction server was implemented as per the design detailed before. Since all auctions share the same core functionality: admit bids, generate information, and clear,other types of auction systems like traditional auctions, Dutch auctions and Single and Multiple round sealed bid auctions could also be implemented in the future.

The sequence and frequency with which the auction performs these three actions is specified by the auction rules. The rules also determine what types of bids are acceptable, what format the intermediate information takes, and how trade prices are computed. A configurable auction server will be able to implement a greater variety of auction types by mixing and matching the auction rules. However, this flexibility demands more complex software architecture.

In addition, auction systems vary widely in their ability to integrate with (or provide) a variety of complementary features that are common on Internet auctions.
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